DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
came before him that he would like to put them in concentration
camps.
I don't know what sort of picture this name, Concentration
Camp, conjures up to anybody who hears^ it in a London club,
but I will say that any man who should ever introduce them in
England would be a conscienceless traitor and a sadistic black-
guard and less than the scum of the earth, for there is no crime
that you can commit worse than this. The soul of the man who
murders his grandmother for half a crown is white and shining
compared with that of the man who puts his countrymen in these
places.
Hitler and National Socialism have done magnificent things for
Germany. They have done many things that I would like to have
done in England, that ought to be done in England. They care
for the health of their people, for the housing of their people, they
see to it that the countryside is not ruined and ravaged by self-
seeking manufacturers, speculative builders and dog-in-the-
manger landowners, they make sunshine and air available to the
masses, they fight unemployment and under-nourishment and
slums. To attain such ends, even rigorous methods against
political opponents might be justified.
But the bestial brutality of the concentration camps, practised
not in the white heat of revolutionary fanaticism but in the
coldest of blood, upon helpless people, is a thing awful beyond the
power of description.
It is not even necessary. The times in which such things were
formerly done, we have always been taught to think of as The
Dark Ages. Even to talk of establishing such places in England, at
a time when the country ^enjoys the completest civic peace, when
English people have even become apathetic to the social crimes
that they see around them* every day, unemployment, under-
nourishment, unfitness and ill-housing, when they make no more
than faint protests against the obscene wealth and luxury that
flaunt and parade in the midst of so much misery, even to talk,
from a comfortable place, of establishing concentration camps in
England at such a time ought to be a penal offence.
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